
 

 

 

 

Debureaucratization of legal relations – Waiver of the stamp requirement 

by Mihail Macovei, Avocat (Attorney at Law RO) 

 

It has been widely known for a long time that private and public legal persons as well as authorities 
in Romania must use a stamp. While often found surprising by investors from states whose legal 
system places less emphasis on this formality, in this country this was an unavoidable practice 
for all companies. 

On the one hand, stamping the documents in relation to public, especially financial authorities 
was a condition for submitting the documents; this applied to the same extent for requests, 
complaints, declarations and financial statements. On the other hand, the obligation to use a 
stamp was regulated by special norms for a large number of professionals such as lawyers, 
notaries public, engineers, project auditors, experts and so on. 

This way, the stamp became an essential instrument in the activity of legal entities in Romania. 

 

Questionable efficiency 

In practice, stamping does not offer, as a matter of fact, any real guarantee of the correctness of 
a document and, in particular, no efficient certification of the identity of the issuer. As technology 
evolved, the creation of a stamp became a simple and quick activity; in every city there was a 
multitude of service providers. Therefore, the verification whether the person requesting the 
creation of a stamp for a company was indeed authorized for representing that company became 
dependent on the vigilance of the person creating the stamp. 

The constant practice of the authorities to request stamped documents from foreign legal persons 
not owning a stamp – for instance by the Commercial Register in case of the shareholders of a 
Romanian company – generated an even higher need for stamps on the market. Overall, stamps 
could often be issued without submitting all or correct necessary documents. 

This led, step by step, to acknowledging that this formality was technically obsolete and outdated, 
which required a change of the applicable norms. 

Luckily, certain steps were taken: 

 

First step 

In July 2015, the Emergency Ordinance No. 17 brought important changes to the fiscal procedure 
law. Natural persons, private legal persons and entities with no legal personality had no longer 
the obligation to stamp declarations, requests or other documents submitted to authorities or 
issued when carrying out their activity. 

Since this legislative changes hardly showed any practical consequences, another change of the 
fiscal procedure was decided upon by means of EO 49/ 2017. By this act, the request of an official 
of a public authority for stamped documents was even classified as a sanctionable disciplinary 
offence. 

 



Most recent changes  

By means of Law 169/ 2019, also the obligation of public legal persons to stamp documents was 
abrogated. An exception to this change is represented however by those legal persons for which 
such obligation is stipulated by special laws. 

Among the first authorities confirming the waiver of the stamping formality by ministry order were 
the Ministry of Health and the subordinate National Health Insurance Fund. The implementation 
of the change was however mainly hard in practice. On the one hand, the authorities must prepare 
lists of signatures of the persons that may sign documents when dealing with other authorities 
without stamping. Moreover, certain authorities shared the opinion that for the implementation of 
this regulation, the adoption of a ministry order was necessary. 

In order to clear this partly unjustified objections of several authorities, the Ministries for 
Development, Public Works and Administration (RO: MDLPA) and for Investments and European 
Projects (MIPE) issued, at the end of January 2021, relevant orders aiming at implementing the 
laws that came into force between 2015-2019. 

 

Conclusion 

As a result of the legislative changes in the past years, the use of the stamp, which has been 
omnipresent so far in Romania, has become less and less frequent. It is now the task of any 
authority to implement its own inventory of the regulations applicable for its activity and to 
determine for which activities the stamp still has to be used, respectively requested. 

For some authorities the stamp has been completed eliminated, for others however – for example 
for courts, bailiffs etc. – its use is still absolutely necessary based on special laws (here: the 
criminal respectively civil code of procedure). 

 
 
Contact and further information: 

 
STALFORT Legal. Tax. Audit. 
Bucharest – Bistrița – Sibiu 
 

Office Bucharest: 
T.: +40 – 21 – 301 03 53 
F: +40 – 21 – 315 78 36 
M: bukarest@stalfort.ro 

www.stalfort.ro 

 

mailto:bukarest@stalfort.ro
http://www.stalfort.ro/

