
 

 

 

Facilitations (now also) for associations and foundations  

By Vlad-Teodor Bratu, Avocat (Attorney at Law RO) 

 

At the end of 2020, the Romanian regulations regarding the incorporation and functioning of 
associations and foundations (“NGOs”) were simplified. Law No. 276/2020 (“the Law“) completed 
and amended Government Ordinance No. 26/ 2000 about associations and foundations (the 
Ordinance) and also introduced positive debureaucratization measures. Thus, the already 
existing debureaucratization trend for companies now continues also for NGOs. 

We will synthesize below some of the most important changes taking place. 

 

Incorporation 

Form requirements for the establishment of an NGO were simplified, and the number of necessary 
documents was reduced. 

Thus, the incorporation of an association or a foundation no longer requires drafting of both the 
articles of association (act constitutiv) and the statute (statut), but the statute only. 

Another novelty is that the private written form of the statute will now be sufficient. Only upon 
introducing real estate in the initial capital (patrimoniu inițial) of the NGO, the statute will still have 
to be authenticated by a notary public. Up until December 2020, both documents mentioned 
above were needed for the establishment of associations or foundations, either authenticated by 
a notary public or (in case of associations) confirmed by a an attorney at law.  

The minimum initial capital was reduced for foundations from a hundred to ten gross minimum 
legal salaries; for associations the minimum limit 200.00,– RON applicable until now was 
abrogated. At the moment, the minimum legal salary is 2,300- RON (around 470, - EUR)      

Associations and foundations can thus be established more easily and the amendment of the 
statute requires fewer formalities.  

 

Registration 

Novelties exist also with regard to the registration of an NGO in the register held by the competent 
local court (judecătorie). The request for registration was slightly simplified in terms of content. 
However, certain data missing from the statute can lead to its ineffectiveness, therefore, legal 
advice is recommended. 

The form, respectively the number the copies that have to be attached to the registration request 
has also been simplified. Thus, the establishment of an association requires justifying documents 
regarding the initial minimum capital only where real estate is introduced as contribution to the 
initial capital. 

As regards the headquarters of the association/ foundation, the regulations were adapted to the 
debureaucratization measures already introduced in the company law. In case the NGO is 
established in a residential building with several parties, the previous requirement of the approval 
of the neighbours and the authorization of the owner association will no longer apply. The new 
regulation applies, however, only if the legal representative of the NGO gives an affidavit 
according to which no activities are performed at the headquarters. 



 

Assemblies of the management bodies 

Also organizing and holding meetings of the management bodies of an NGO (assemblies of the 
members and the executives of an NGO) have been simplified. Caused by the outbreak of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic, rules allowing such meetings via remote communication means, as well as 
the signing of decisions by such bodies by means of a certified electronic signature were 
introduced. These facilitations should be permanent since no time limit is provided (for example 
for the duration of the current pandemic). 

 

Declaration on the beneficial owner 

The Ordinance contains certain exceptions from the obligation to submit the declaration on the 
beneficial owners. Such exceptions refer to associations or foundations consisting only of natural 
persons, respectively run only by natural persons, whereas such persons have to be indicated in 
the statute. In this situation, the Ministry of Justice performs the registration “ex oficio”, based on 
the information included in the request for registering the NGO.   

In case a declaration is needed, formal requirements have also been made easier in this regard. 
Associations and foundations not covered by the abovementioned exception can submit the 
declaration to the Ministry of Justice as a private deed or even an electronic document (in this 
case with an electronic signature).   

 

Conclusion 

The abovementioned measures have positive effects upon NGOs. Their goal of making the 
incorporation and functioning of such entities easier is definitely achieved by means of the new 
regulations.  

One may argue that the occurrence of the pandemic caused by Sars-Cov-2 was the one to speed 
up (or even enable in the first place) the trend towards flexibility and digitalization. This does not 
change, however, in any way the clear and welcome progress which was obviously achieved in 
this regard.  
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