
 
 

Enforcement of EU enforcement orders in Romania - an overview   
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Mutual recognition in the area of judicial cooperation in civil matters is one of the fundamental 
principles on which the EU is built. At the Union level, a European Enforcement Order for 
uncontested claims (hereinafter "EU Enforcement Order") was introduced for certain areas of law 
by means of Regulation (EC) No 805/2004 (hereinafter "the Regulation").   

The EU Enforcement Order enables international enforcement within the European Union. The 
main practical advantage resulting from this is the elimination of prior intermediate recognition 
procedures in the Member States where enforcement takes place.  

 

Meaning and scope of the Regulation  

The EU Enforcement Order is a court certificate whereby a court judgment, court settlement or 
authentic instrument (rom: act autentic) on uncontested claims is certified as an EU Enforcement 
Order in compliance with certain minimum standards, and enables enforcement within the EU. 
Courts have standardised forms for this purpose.   

According to Art. 2 of the Regulation, it is applicable in civil and commercial matters. However, 
some areas, such as tax, customs or administrative law, as well as areas of law such as civil 
status, capacity of natural persons to act, wills, successions or bankruptcy proceedings are not 
covered by the Regulation.  

 

Basic requirement - uncontested claim  

The document to be certified as an EU Enforcement Order must relate to an uncontested 
pecuniary claim in civil or commercial matters.  

According to the Regulation, the claim is considered uncontested if the debtor  

 has demonstrably consented to it by acknowledgement or court settlement;  

 has not objected to it in the court proceedings in accordance with the rules of procedure 
of the Member State of origin;  

 had objected to it in court proceedings but did not appear or was not represented at a 
court hearing on the claim, provided that such conduct is to be regarded as an implied 
admission of the claim or of the facts alleged by the creditor under the law of the Member 
State of origin;  

 has expressly recognised this in a public deed.  

 

Alternative 

The procedure described above for the certification of court judgments, court settlements or 
deeds as EU enforcement orders cannot apply if the claim to be enforced is not uncontested.  

In this case, a creditor may bring proceedings for enforcement in another Member State under 
Regulation 1215/2012 on jurisdiction and the recognition and enforcement of judgments in civil 
and commercial matters. In this case too, enforcement in the other Member State does not 
require a recognition procedure.  

 

 



Enforcement in Romania  

Basically, the enforcement procedure itself is governed by the law of the state in which 
enforcement takes place.   

According to Art. 623 of the Romanian Code of Civil Procedure, in Romania, all enforcement 
procedures, including those relating to EU enforcement orders, are carried out by bailiffs (rom: 
executor judecatoresc), who apply for enforcement at court and subsequently carry it out. 

In order to enforce a title certified as an EU enforcement order, the following documents must be 
presented to the Romanian bailiff:  

 Copies of the enforcement order as well as of the certificate confirming it as an EU 
enforcement order, observing the necessary conditions for their evidential value 
(apostilled, if applicable);  

 Certified translation into Romanian.  

 

Conclusion 

The regulations outlined above, as well as procedural acceleration measures, have brought 
considerable practical benefits at EU level. It is worth mentioning that the EU Enforcement Order 
has been referred to in the literature as the "European Judicial Passport".  

In Romania, the enforcement of EU enforcement orders is recognised in law and in practice and 
can generally be carried out without any problems if the prerequisites are met. The procedure is 
carried out by the bailiff; in cases with a foreign connection, it is advisable to have the 
enforcement accompanied by a law firm with experience in legal relations with the member state 
of origin.  
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