
 
 

NEWSFLASH 

 

Unilateral gas price increases might be contested as ANRE sanctions 

suppliers  

 

Following several complaints of final customers who received notifications from gas suppliers 

regarding the intention to unilaterally increase the price of natural gas, ANRE initiated control 

actions to verify the way in which the legal obligations regarding contract and pricing 

transparency were observed.  

 

Following these controls, natural gas suppliers were sanctioned with fines amounting in total 

2,690,000 Lei.  

 

In particular, the authority criticized that in the publicly launched offers with a fixed price, valid 

for a certain period (6-12 calendar months), the suppliers did not mention that they would 

reserve the right to modify the offered price during this period. By notifying the unilateral 

change of the contract price, they did not observe the legal obligation to make such information 

transparently available. 

 

ANRE ordered these suppliers to notify all final customers who have accepted commercial 

offers with a fixed price that they will maintain the price of natural gas as per the offer, 

throughout its duration, and, if necessary, that they will modify the gas supply contracts in 

agreement with the fixed price commercial offer. 

 

This means that such price increases may not be in line with the legislation, and consumers 

may be entitled to reject them, respectively to file complaints with ANRE. This applies 

especially to large consumers (especially companies from the industry), who currently face 

considerable pressure due to increased energy prices. 

 

Even if the mentioned investigation took place with regard to the gas supply, the same 

transparency rules apply also to the electricity supply.  

 



 
 
Also in the field of electricity supply, several final consumers have already received 

notifications regarding unilateral increases of the contract price, invoking either unexpected 

changes in the national and international context of electricity markets or the volatility of the 

prices on the national day ahead market. ANRE investigations are to be expected also in this 

area. 

 

In order to assess the rights of the final consumer, the following aspects have to be carefully 

analyzed in each case before accepting price increases: (i) the precontractual correspondence 

between final consumer and supplier; (ii) the content of the initial offer for the price, (iii) the 

extent of the period for which the supplier had guaranteed the fixed price, irrespective of the 

contractual period, as these two elements can differ, respectively (iv) the clauses of the 

applicable supply contract and of the general conditions of the particular supplier.  

 

Given these special times of troubled national and international electricity and gas markets, 

particular attention should be paid to the abovementioned parameters, and contractual 

provisions should be properly verified and negotiated prior to acceptance. 

 

For further information, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 
Kind regards, 

 

 

The STALFORT Legal. Tax. Audit. - Team 

 
Contact and further information: 

 
STALFORT Legal. Tax. Audit. 
Bucharest – Bistrița – Sibiu 
 

Office Bucharest: 
T.: +40 – 21 – 301 03 53 
F: +40 – 21 – 315 78 36 
M: bukarest@stalfort.ro 
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