
 

 

 

 

Government Simplifies Approval Procedures for Fire Safety 

By Laura Neacşu, LL.M., Avocat (Attorney at Law RO) 

 

On the 30th of June 2021, the Government has simplified the legal framework regarding the 
procedure for fire safety approval by means of the Emergency Ordinance No. 80 (“EO 80”). We 
shall briefly discuss below what the most important changes consist in.  

 

Fire safety approval vs. fire safety certificate 

Before the erection of a construction project, the necessity of a fire safety approval (Aviz de 
Securitate la Incendiu) is usually communicated through the Town Planning Certificate (Certificat 
de Urbanism). The fire safety approval is an official consent issued by the General Inspectorate 
for Emergency Situations and confirms that a building, plant or another installation to be 
constructed meets the applicable fire safety requirements. 

After the final acceptance at the end of the construction works, certain construction projects 
require a fire safety certificate (Autorizatie de Securitate la Incendiu) which has to be requested 
by the owner. The fire safety certificate is issued by the General Inspectorate for Emergency 
Situations and has the purpose of certifying that a construction, a technical plant or another 
installation meets the applicable fire safety requirements. The fire safety certificate is granted after 
the construction inspection and verification of the documents concerning the implementation of 
fire safety measures required for the construction project. 

 

What has been simplified? 

Works related to the improvement of buildings, such as consolidation works, roof related 
operations (roof renewal or support), extension works or changes in the purpose of use of certain 
already existing spaces, the construction of sanitary and technical areas or works with regard to 
such are now exempted from the obligation to obtain fire safety approvals. These works must 
however meet the requirements of mechanical resistance and stability, as well as the applicable 
hygienic requirements.  

 

Fire safety approval or fire safety certificate - mandatory or not?  

The EO 80 finally brings clarity with regard to situations in which a fire safety approval, 
respectively fire safety certificate is needed, and modifies the corresponding provisions of Law 
No. 307/2006 regarding fire safety. 

Obtaining a fire safety approval is mandatory in the following cases: 

 

• before beginning execution works for new buildings or new installations; 

• for changes of non-structural, decomposable room divisions from lightweight 
materials; 



• for the change in the purpose of use of already existing buildings; 

• for the change in the purpose of use of the building, if in that particular case no 
building/demolition permits are required;  

• for intervention works with regard to special fire safety and extinguishing systems, by 
means of temporary, non-structural room divisions; 

• for the approval of technical and economic indicators in the feasibility study phase or 
the documentation on the approval of intervention works in case of investments; 

• for obtaining the building permit for other investments that are not indicated above. 

 

The fire safety certificate will be mandatory for new and existing buildings and 
installations,respectively for those subject to renovation and/or destination changes. The 
obligation to request the fire safety certificate lies with the investment owner. 

For buildings the purpose of use of which is changed, the validity of the fire safety certificate is 
preserved as long as the new purpose of use fulfills all dispositions of the technical building code 
with regard to the fire safety requirement. Up until now, changing the purpose of use triggered a 
new approval procedure, also in view of the fire safety certificate. In case the changed purpose 
of use does not influence certain fundamental technical fire safety requirements, the fire safety 
certificate remains valid. 

Moreover, the EO 80 sets a new deadline for obtaining the fire safety certificate for buildings that 
do not meet the requirements of the General Inspectorate for Emergency Situations, respectively 
the 31st of December 2022. The new deadline applies, however, only if the beneficiaries can 
prove the allocation of the necessary means or the conclusion of planning contracts for the 
execution of works aiming at observing fire safety requirements.  

 

Conclusion 

By this EO 80, the Government has tried to reduce bureaucracy in the approval process of certain 
construction works without abandoning the required fire safety measures, whereas in doing so, 
the construction works for the improvement of the state of construction of the building will no 
longer be unnecessarily delayed through the process of obtaining the fire safety certificate. From 
now on, this should prevent long lasting blockades in building projects, especially projects for the 
improvement of the energy efficiency of existing buildings. 
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